St. Petersburg, Florida
In the patternmaking class, the online platform used was a shared Google slides document, where each student was assigned one slide to use for uploading their concept images, and prompted to comment on everybody else's slides. There was only one common deadline for a formal in-class critique, aiming to review everybody's work. As students opened the Google slides document at various times, they saw each other's work in different completion stages. The instructor observed alterations of original concept uploads, as students self-edited, commented and inspired each other. Most students waited until close to the deadline to post their comments on peer slides, therefore students who uploaded their images early on received more peer feedback. The studio atmosphere at the final in-class critique was engaged but relaxed, as each student already received preliminary peer feedback. Students reported increased engagement, with some of them commenting on improved learning outcome and social interaction.
In the capstone course, the students were required to post five consecutive assignments building up to the final collection concept critique on a Tumblr blog. A unique aspect and advantage of this blog roll is that when posting new assignments to the group Tumblr, the participants must scroll past and view all the groups' prior entries. Furthermore, the deadlines were staggered and flexible, so students posted and commented on each other's work at different times, and the review experience was ongoing. This process also provided the opportunity for the assignments to be mixed in and amongst other assignments, creating a dynamic, creative critique process. The students' peer feedback early in the course was both longer and more frequent, and this set the pace for the many subsequent critiques and discussions to follow. Students yielded better focus and resiliency during the final development and production phase. Also, the students were more calm and prepared for the final critique compared to previous classes that did not use the informal peer critique process.
Plans for Continuity. The findings confirm the importance and benefits of student engagement outside of the studio environment. The critique is a final learning goal assessment tool, however, if critique is implemented as a process, the learning occurring before the final event is amplified. While this study was preliminary, both instructors plan on continuing using the web-based platforms for informal peer critique in other courses too, as well as collecting comparative data to be used for a larger, more comprehensive study.
